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Synopsis

In a lifetime of exploration, writing, and passionate political activism, John Muir became America’s
most eloquent spokesman for the mystery and majesty of the wilderness. A crucial figure in the
creation of our national parks system and a far-seeing prophet of environmental awareness who
founded the Sierra Club in 1892, he was also a master of natural description who evoked with
unique power and intimacy the untrammeled landscapes of the American West. The Library of
America’s Nature Writings collects his most significant and best-loved works in a single volume,
including: The Story of My Boyhood and Youth (1913), My First Summer in the Sierra (1911), The
Mountains of California (1894) and Stickeen (1909). Rounding out the volume is a rich selection of

essaysa "including "Yosemite Glaciers," "God’s First Temples," "Snow-Storm on Mount Shasta,"
"The American Forests," and the late appeal "Save the Redwoods"a "highlighting various aspects of
his career: his exploration of the Grand Canyon and of what became Yosemite and Yellowstone
national parks, his successful crusades to preserve the wilderness, his early walking tour to Florida,

and the Alaska journey of 1879.
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Customer Reviews

"American forests! the glory of the world!"- John Muir, 19010f all the extraordinary men and women
that have made our nation great, one stands above all others for his dedication to preserving its

unequaled natural beauty: John Muir. Founder of The Sierra Club, this lover of the western forests’



legacy to our generation is the National Park system, through which millions of acres of unique
ecosystems have been set aside for everyone’s enjoyment."Muir: Nature Writings" is a collection of
the writings of this Scottish expatriate who first stepped foot in America in 1849 as an eleven year
old brawler and budding naturalist. Blessed with a childhood mastery of Latin and Greek as well as
a discerning and disciplined eye, the learned boy possessed a poet’s heart, a scientist's mind, and a
theologian’s soul. A genius, who as a teen whittled precision wooden scientific instruments, Muir
used his diverse skills to vividly portray nature’s life and death struggles on his family’s Wisconsin
farm in "My Boyhood & Youth." Here we find Muir learning to swim by observing frogs or recollecting
the mindless slaughter of the Earth’s most numerous bird, the now-extinct passenger pigeon, a
forlorn tale that foreshadows the conservationist he was to become.While in college polishing his
mechanical skills, Muir was detoured into studying botany. Dropping out to make powered tools for
factories, an accident left him rethinking that detour; he forsook the factory and walked across
America. His journey led him to the Sierra Mountains, chronicled in "My First Summer in the Sierra."
Now working as a shepherd, Muir drove his flock through Yosemite while making detailed nature
studies.
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